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 “The 2008 election environment was not festive in Mymensingh as people 
were in fear due to the presence of the Army. Proxy votes and throwing out of the 
agents from the poll centres occurred in some of the centers. But overall, the 
election was fair and acceptable. The post-election environment was not so violent 
in the city… The 2001 election environment was a little bit violent. Spreading fear 
in election centres, throwing cocktails, and threatening Hindus were evident. 
Awami League offices were vandalized after the election in Mymensingh Sadar. In 
1996, a violent environment prevailed during the protest movement for a 
caretaker government before the elections. The 1991 election was the most 
festive of all the elections that I have ever seen in my life. The environment was 
very peaceful during and after the election… If we want a good election 
environment, then we have to change our whole electoral culture.”

Ferdous Ara Mahmuda, Mymensingh Sadar

 “The 1991 elections was the first election after the collapse of the Ershad 
Government. So people were happy and the environment was also convenient to 
cast votes. BNP ruled for two terms but there was a vast difference between the 
period of 1991 and 2001… Majority of the people were linked with Awami League, 
so pre-election violence of 2001 was almost at zero level. But the post-election 
violence was beyond imagination as the alliance of BNP and Jamaat won. Murders, 
disappearance, torturing Hindu communities and women, grabbing property, 
political revenge-based tortures and other heinous activities were predominant at 
that time…. The election environment was quite calm and fair during the 1996 
election except for some isolated incidents… Elections were held in our 
Gafargaon in 2014 despite the boycott of BNP and there was not any type of 
violent incident during elections. Violence occurred in the Upazila Parishad 
Election after 2014 over intra-party disputes and conflicts over nomination in 
Gafargaon.

Umar Faruk,
Gafargaon, Mymensingh
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 “The 1991 election was festive and colorful. There was no violence in our 
area during elections. Overall, the election was fair and good. Violence was not at 
an extreme level during the 1996 election as well. Incidents of proxy votes, 
problems in polling, kicking out the polling agents, and fighting occurred in the 
election day but afterwards, environment was very normal in Phulpur…Again, 
there was no violence before and after the 2001 election. Defeated parties always 
remain silent or leave the area. But there was an extreme level violence in some 
of the upazilas like Gafargaon. In 2008, there was a shootout for establishing 
dominance on the election day at Purbadhola, in Phulpur. Jamaat-Shibir supporters 
are very few in numbers here so there was no violence after the verdict of the 
war criminals and the environment was quite normal during the 2014 election.”

Nazrul Islam Fakir, Phulpur, Mymensingh
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 “In the 2014 general election, I went to Nalchiti and observed that people 
were not excited about the election. There was no eagerness to cast votes in the 
election among the locals – it was as if they had forgotten about the election. This 
situation occurred mainly because of the absence of opposition parties in that 
election. Here, in Jhalokathi, election violence and internal political clashes are 
relatively lower than other districts. Because no matter what political ideology we 
believe in, at the end of the day we all tend to live harmoniously and peacefully. If 
there are any conflicts regarding trivial matters, it doesn’t affect our social lives.”

Syed Hossain Ahmed, Rajapur, Jhalokati

 “In Jhalokati, there is rarely any incident of oppressing ethnic and religious 
minorities during the elections. We live together harmoniously and people here do 
not victimize or vandalize the minorities or Hindu communities during election 
time. In fact, due to the strong and longtime influence of politicians, many Hindu 
people have joined in and support different parties. Due to a tolerant political 
environment, unlike other districts, Hindu minorities here are free to support any 
party. In Rajapur, the Hindu residents are low and in Kanthalia, the number of 
Hindu minorities is very high but their safety is ensured by all and overall violence 
rates are low in these areas. That is why election-related violence is also quite low 
here.”

Mainul Islam, Jhalokati Sadar

 “After Jatiya Party, candidates from Bangladesh Nationalist Party were 
mostly elected in this district. Since 2008 election under the caretaker 
government, Awami League won the two parliamentary seats from Jhalokathi. But 
the 2014 election was not an election in many aspects since BNP didn’t take part 
in the election and Awami League dominated the whole district. We already knew 
then who would win and that’s why nobody went to cast his or her votes in 2014. 
Here, people are very peaceful and also love to discuss political issues. Unlike many 
other districts, there are no adversarial relations between political leaders or 
BNP-AL conflicts. Electoral violence occurs here in every election, but relatively 
on a very small scale and no massive violence, including violence against minorities, 
has taken place as far as I know.”

Kausar Ahmed, Rajapur, Jhalokati
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